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© ftrange and terrible Fire, lately broke” 
| © _ontofthe Ground, in the Ifland F *yal, 
1n Threeſcore and Tenſeveral places. 


| Terror and Aﬀrightmerit of thoſe that 
by fughe eſcapedits diſmal Effects. = 
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A full Deſcri ;odkg and Fe of hes 


As alſo in ſome. other " Neighbouring,” # 
Iflands; to the Deſtruction of moſt © 
_ « of the Inhabitants, and unexpreſſible | 


os LEſve quoque in | Fats remini Jemur affore : 
O40 Mare, quo Tellus Jaume Exar- 
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A Gall Dikrinwas and. A of « 
ſtrange and terrible Fire, lately br oke > 
out.of the Ground, in the [land - 


| places. Asalfoin ſome other Neigh- "I 
* FO lands. : 
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F-  Mongſt all thoſe cavern effefts wherewith 
| My ticrtous Nature Exec rciles&fid keeps in awe 

4 \ her ttc mbling ©! Fer Ofew there are that 

| have more, botkh aſton ved Vale Heads; and 

| baſt d _ Studics of more knowing ann Riyvoft pHical 
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FEyal, in F hreeſcore nd Ten ſeveral _ 


Enquirers,. than thoſe CL and Subterranean Fires 
which have becn obſcrycd always to Rage in ſome patti- 
cular parts of our Earthly Glove , and at certain Periods - 
-of time to break forth, 'to. the Deraſtation of. the Ade 
Jacept Countcies , Mount etna, and Yeſurius , are Fa- 
mous on this account in the Monuments of Antiquity ; 
Whole wondrous qualities, whiltt?/zy(that Great As 
| taty of Nature) raſhly Attempted by too near approaches. 
_ todiſcover , he is reported to be.ſlain by one of thoſe 
vaſt burning Stones which it almoſt continually vomits 
up into the Air falling thus, a Sacrifice to his oyer-. 
buſe Curiofity. © EEK. 
The, beſ} account. Phylofiphy has yet afforded us, 
of theſe ſtrange Fires, is, That the Mountains , or 
places wherein phey Tiappen, are within, Repleated with 
-Brimfione, and the Grouad. or Soil there ,. conſifts of 
-vaſk quarxtities of Bituminous , or the like Combullible 
- matter, which taking Fire , either from.its own Innate. 
heat, or the Penetrating Rays of the Sun., the Winds. 
which through imperceptible Crannies whiſtle up and. 
down in thoſe underground Vaults (-producing thereby 
ſomerimcs thoſe Erruptions we call Earthquakes ) lerve 
as Bellows to Augment its Rage :- And having: ſo much. 
ready diſpoſed Fewel to. Prey upon., it. ceales not. 
burning, but in pracels of. time , cating up towards the 
Surface , the E.ameswhich bad fo long lurk'd in cloſe 
Carernes bclow, break out,, to the infinits amazement of. 
- Montals, who had not the leaſt apprehenſion of ſuch, an. 
hidden, bur moſt terrivle and deyouring- Enemy. A. 
. dreadful and deplorable -example of waich kind very 
AJarely hapned,, is, The mournful Subject of the preſent: 
Narzativc , which be pleaſed ro accept accgrging to wo 
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 .moſi certain Intdligence from the place that was the 
unhappy Scenc of. this Tragedy of Horror , as follows. 


p 10 
On the Coaſt 'of the Eaſt-Indies (whoſe Spices and 
.. precious Stones may Jultly Vye Dignity -with the Wear- - 
ern Mines) not. tar from that Eminent and-well-known 
- Port of Goa , therc lies a Cluſcer, of Tflands.,: omg of ' 
which being-firſt diſcovered by the Portagues , dowſtill 
Þ. pay -obedience ro that .Crown.. Amongſt theſe » thas 
called Fel» for the plcaſantneſs cf the Air z commodi- | 
ouſneſs of its Situation |} * richneſs of the: Commo- _ 
dities it produced , and number of Inhabitants, did 
far execl the reſt, whence we. may eaſily Colle& ; 
that the People who <njoyed: all. theſe _ advan- -} 
rages lived-in' great Eaſe, rlenty, Magnificence, and 4 
Security : But alas! how ſoon can.the Aldiſpolting Arm. 
of Providence blaſt. our- Joys, and by unexpeted Þþ 
means. turn our molt flouriſhing condition-into #- ſtate ©. | 
of- miſery and deſlolation, | > ES 50 
On a ſudden in the: beginning of this Iaft Spring, 
as they were in the bight of their Jolity, a Deluge 
of. Fire , that by the macans before hinted. at, had. © 
Jong lain hid and confined, in'the Bowels of. the, - 
Earth, broke out with. unimaginable Horror, and: 
Impetuous Rage, in no leſs then Seventy diſtinct- 
pleccs cf their I{land, tre Earth opening with horri- 
* ble Roarivgs, and ſeveral vatt Hyatuſles ,. or Hideous 
Gafirgs; one of which hapning in the chief Town: 
(tcing a place, of excellent 8tructme, 'and Populous): 
all the Buildings » and mgſt part of the Inhabitants 
| Were inſtantly ſwallowed in that. dreadful Abyſle of 
: ; J A J; In | 
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wholc: Terigs and Deſtractions Were. iuch a5 : At'E 


"(8) 
In ethcr places whole Flocks and Herds were Abſorpr, 
and delccnied as *Burnt-Oferings in Hecatombs, D es 
YM anibuis 

The Flames which had thus broke Pci{ori from Earth, 
mounted with ſuch fury and viokence towards Heaven, 
as if they would have joyned with the Elemental Fire 
which the Ariſtoteltans calk of, and perfected che Univer- 
al Conflagration, | 

Vaſt Stones red hot were. ( as 1t were ) abr through 
the Atr , which falling ſome miles diſtant , 4il'd great 
numbers, and deſtroyed {uch of rhe Houſes as- 'the 
- Earchquakes-ar 'the- time! of the ficſc Ecruptions had 
.left ſrancing- 

It Fine!” There was nothing but Horror , Aſto-. 
nithment,, : De{truction , and. Contation : The Air was 
all fied wich {moak, burning Cinders , and [Aſhes 
which tellitke.a Fiery Rain,and urcerly walted the whole 
Country. : 1 

Al the Wiacne: ſeemed to: Var againft,, and Con- 

tl 


puntinment of the: wretched Inhavny ants) 


not ; Oklible, tro be tally, cliher acicrived ,. or uma- 
gtncy, | * IF 7; 
An Uiverfal Conſiernation had ſeized chem, and 


' withonc any regard to th.ir Friends of Relations: 


Women leaving their little Babes, and; Men -aban- 
doning sheir aged help'els Parents ,; every. one endea- 
voured to ſhift for himſclt., ar1 get away by what 
means tiCy couldgtrom that Jitmal place which thiearned 
them cyery moment, with notatag out the mot dread- 
tal Kind of Deatly and Deltruction, | 
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"The Neighbouring Iflands, as St. 44;chaels, St. Georges: 
St, Aaries 5 and the Tarccras, WCEre the Loars; to which, 
Winged with fear, they Flew for refuge ; though the laſt 
can promiſe them but little ſecurity , finge the' Fire is 
fince broke out there too,though as ycr,not with that fury. 


and violence as in Fi, | \ 
Some of our Pious Anceſtors (ich in, Fiith, though; 
barren-in Phyloſophy ) conceited thoſe Yulcano's, or 
burning Mountains ot Brimſrone: A's, Etna, Veſuriuis 
and the like ,-to be the Local place of Hell, and Re» 
ceprtacles: of Souls Doom'd to everlaſting torments. The 
truth.is , they. ſeem'd to have a very necr reſemblance? 
ro that Litteral deſcription of Hell delivercd to us , in. 
the 'Sacred' Otracles, And though ſome wjld Arhe-. 
' ittical Gallants (that, ſcarce dread any other Hell, bur: 
«n Enipry pocker,, or. the frowns of a Miſtris ) may 
Sugoet3, thar Five tat haye no tffett of tornitnr_on 
Soul, and. thatx weeping..and, gnaſhing. of. tCegh-are not. 
cafilyfuppolet!* puttithiments confiſteat , and therefore 
that all thoſe things are Allegorically' to te under- 
ſtood , yer let then be aſſured the Fire of-Hell is 
either Elemenral Fire , or ſomething worſe, for which 
we want a Name that can better cxpreſs' its inconccive= 
able, as well as endleſs tortures, | : 
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' 8 Wherefore Mp all "9M ("0 by 
1 > this: terrible example' of God's Power, 
l | and ftrange burning inthe Bowels ofthe 
þ SL Farth,beadmoniſhed to mind that Um- 
|. verlal Conflagration , when the whole 
 Globeof Earth ſhall confeſs it's Aſhes, 
-andbe deſtroyed by Fires and to prepare | 
[' Fforthat amazing Judgement which {hall 
> then immediately ſucceed;(thethoughts 
j _. whereof alone, as a Noble ark | 
(4 2-22. Ig areable'to Reepri Þumeſt mthe dark, 
| © and) which ſhall Impartially render-t@. 
We Oy” Man es to his Works. 34 


